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1X.—Description of a new Genus of Bamboos.—By J. X. Gamere, M. A. 


{Received January 29th ;—read February 5th, 1890. ] 
(With Plate VII.) 


MIcROCALAMDS, nov. genus. 


Spikelets many-flowered, spicately arranged in a leafy panicle, 
rachilla jointed under the flowers. Flowers many hermaphrodite, the 
uppermost male or empty; empty glumes 2, paleaceous, smooth. 
Flowering glume faleate, many-nerved. Paleae 2-keeled, falcate, keels 
ciliate. Lodicules 3. Stamens 6, filaments free. Fruit with a fleshy 
pericarp, adhering to the seed: style shortly 3-fld, stigmas plumose. A 
climbing wiry grass with leaf branches in whorls. Leaves short, articu- 
late with their sheaths, without transverse veinlets. Flower-spikes on 
leafy branches ; spikelets distant as are the flowers. 

M. Prainii, nov. spec. A small wiry climbing bamboo. Stems 
thin, smooth, green, one quarter inch in diameter, nearly solid 
and reaching 30 feet in length, swollen at the nodes into a well-marked 
ring; internodes 8 to 9 inches long. Stem sheaths thin, somewhat sca- 
brous, 4 to 45 inches long, gradually tapering to a point and crowned 
with a short (°l to ‘2 inch) needle-Jike apical leaf. Leaf-branches 
short, numerous, in close whorls on the stem and branchlets. Leaves 
small, 2 to 3 inches long by ‘3 to °4 inches broad, much acuminate with 
a hair-like tip, the point as well as one edge of the leaf scabrous; main 
veins 2 to 3 pairs, transverse veinlets none; petiole short, distinct ; leaf- 
sheaths smooth, striate, ending in a curved apex under the petiole; 
ligule blunt. Spikelets in terminal and axillary leafy panicles; pedun- 
cles very thin, wiry. Spikelets in the axils of a sheath-like bract, 1 to 
1} inches long. Flowers 5 to 8, spicate, in alternate excavations of a thin 
glabrous sinuous rachis; terminal ones empty or male. Empty glumes 
two, glabrous, acute, the upper often long acuminate, 5-nerved; the 
lower 3-nerved. Flowering glume triangular-falcate, acute, glabrous, 9-11 
nerved, nerves conspicuous. Paleae 2-keeled, ciliate on the keels, 7 to 9 
nerved, faleate. Anthers 6, straight, with a blunt tip, filaments distinct. 
Ovary with fleshy walls ; style bulbous, papillose at the base ; stigmas 
3, plumose. Lodicules 3; two obovate, slightly fimbriate at tip, the 
third acute and 3-toothed ; all 3-veined. 

Found by Dr. Prain in April 1886 on the edge of a precipice on 
Pulinabadza, 7,870 feet, Naga Hills, Assam, and by Mr. Rollo on the 
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Jarain road about 5} miles from Jowai, Jaintia Hills, 3,500 feet in April 


1889. The Khasia name “ Sampit.” 


EXPLANATION OF PLATE VII. 
MICROCALAMUS PRAINII, Gamble. 


Fig. 1. flower ; 
Fig. 2. stem-sheath. 


X.—Noviciee Indice. II. An additional species of Ellipanthus.— 
By D. Prain. 


[Received and read May 9th, 1890. ] 
(With Plate VIII.) 


The Connaraceous genus Hllipanthus Hook. f., founded in 1862 
(Genera Plantarwm 1, 434), included five Indian species when the ac- 
count of it in the Flora of British India (vol. ii, pp. 55, 56) was pub- 
lished in 1876. Specimens of a sixth species occur in a collection made 
in Diamond Island by the writer in 1889. Diamond Island is situated 
off the south coast of Arakan at the mouth of the Bassein river. The 
genus is rather Malayan than Indian, though one of the species is con- 
fined to Ceylon and one occurs in Pegu; the present is the first occa- 
sion on which the genus has been reported from Arakan. 

In order to admit the Diamond Island plant the generic description 
requires very slight modification ; unlike the other Indian species this 
has a glabrous capsule marked externally by a net-work of ridges while 
its short staminal tube is devoid of hairs. We are thus able, by em- 
ployiug these characters as divisional, to add the species to the Flora of 
British India without altering the excellent arrangement of the Indian 
species there adopted. Only one word requires to be omitted from the 
text as it now stands. The following conspectus of Indian Hilipanthi 
in which the new species is included, exhibits all the alteration neces- 
sary. A diagnosis and a description of the species are appended. 


EuipantHus Hook, f. 
[Generic description (F. B. I., ii, 55) line 6 ; delete “ velvety ”.] 
t Capsule velvety, surface even; staminal tube hirsute within. 
* Leaves glabrous beneath or nearly so. (F. B. I.) 
1. E. Tuwarrest Hook. f.—Ceylon. 
2. E. Hetrert Hook. f.—Tenasserim or Andamans; 
Borneo. 


